The potential for increase of the species on the island is probably great since several host species identified by Wiley (1985)--including Black-cowled Orioles, Yellow Warblers (Dendroica petechia), and Black-whiskered Vireos (Vireo altiloquus)--nest on the island, and current agricultural development will probably increase foraging habitat for cowbirds (pers. obs.). Although Shiny Cowbirds appear to be limited to North Andros, it is likely that they will eventually spread to other islands in the Bahama Archipelago.
For birds in general, there is a dearth of data on prevalence and intensity of blood parasites in nestlings. This may be due to the fact that researchers have not expected to find blood parasites in smears because of the short time for infections to be detected.
While this may be true in many passerines, mainly ground-nesting species with short fledgling periods, we show here that prevalences may be detected as early as 13 days of age in a cavity-nesting passerine. Prevalences and intensities of hematozoa in nestling birds may merit further study, as both parameters are relatively easy to quantify in smears of peripheral blood in bird species such as the Pied Flycatcher (Ficedula hypoleuca, Muscicapidae), which has a relatively extended fledgling period.
In 1993, an intensively studied population of Pied Flycatchers in central Spain (Potti 1993) was sampled for presence of hematozoa. Adult birds were captured while incubating (females) or feeding nestling (males); a drop of blood was obtained from the brachial vein, smeared, air dried, and fixed with 100% ethanol. Slides were later stained with Giemsa for 45 min. In addition, one nestling per nest was picked at random and bled at 13 days of age. We chose this age because it is the standard age of banding and measuring fledglings that are fully grown with respect to some skeletal measures (Potti and Merino 1994) in our population, and not by any consideration on the prepatent. The intensity of infection by trypanosomes in nestlings is four times higher than in adult birds (Table  2 ; Mann-Whitney test comparing nestlings vs. adult
